VERSION 1
Date Posted: 7/28/2005

Northern States Power Company/Northern States Power Company
(Wisconsin)

Meeting Notice
In Compliance with 18 C.F.R. Part 358.5(a)(2)

The Transmission Provider must ensure that any employee of its Marketing or Energy
Affiliates is prohibited from obtaining information about the Transmission Provider's
transmission system (including, but not limited to, information about available
transmission capability, price, curtailments, storage, ancillary services, balancing,
maintenance activity, capacity expansion plans or similar information) through access to
information not posted on the OASIS or Internet website or that is not otherwise also
available to the general public without restriction.

To: Buffalo Ridge Incremental Generation Outlet Study Group

Re:  Southwest Minnesota Generation Outlet Capability Study — First Study Group
Technical Meeting

1:00 PM August 9, 2005 at Xcel Energy General Office Lower Level Bay 1
414 Nicollet Ave, Minneapolis, MN.

This study, to be conducted during August-October, is for the purpose of determining
specific characteristics for a new EHV (presumably 345 kV) transmission development
between southwestern Minnesota and the Minneapolis/St. Paul ("Twin Cities") vicinity.
This development is intended to be the "next step" following the "825 MW" and
"incremental" (BRIGO Study) transmission system improvements related to Buffalo
Ridge area generation outlet enhancement. Implementation of the selected
improvements would presumably begin later this decade, with completion early in the
2010's.

A presentation relating to this upcoming study will be given at the MAPP "MB" and "NM"
Subregional Planning Group (SPG) meetings next week (Aug 2 & Aug 3) in Fargo, ND.

The Work Plan for this study can be found in Documents in the Meeting Material file and
is titled: 20050909-SwMnGenOutletStudy-NSP-doc1-WorkPlan.pdf

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Rick Gonzalez
(763-571-5008 x234; rick@xceleng.net) or Jason Standing (612-330-7768;
jason.t.standing@xcelenergy.com).

Richard (Rick) Gonzalez, PE

Principal Engineer, Transmission Planning

(Consultant to Xcel Energy Transmission Asset Management)
Excel Engineering, Inc.

500 - 73rd Ave NE, Suite 119

Minneapolis, MN 55432-3271
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